AIR PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY
hooking them to any odd wire or part of the aeroplane in case
he should be jerked out by a sudden violent bump, or lean
over more than was desirable in the interests of gravity when
actuated by the antagonistic demands of art. Fortunately, no
observer fell out, which was just as well, as we found at an
early period that, to save weight, the giving him a safety belt, let
alone a parachute, must be abandoned.
There were so many wires and pipes already connected into
the aeroplane that the addition of a safety belt might have
resulted in strangling him. Moreover, it was decided to do
without the parachutes and their harness, as in case of engine
failure they would have been of little avail.
The operation of the cameras was planned in detail long
before the machines were ready to leave the ground for their
test flights. We hoped to take pictures obliquely downwards
on either side, that is, east and west of the long straight strips
of the survey photographs; this would have the effect of creating
a fringe on either side of more or less roughly depicted moun-
tain features, which experts could graphically join on to
accurate representations secured from die vertical cameras.
Besides this, there would be many photographs, as it proved,
taken of the mountain-tops themselves, either close at hand or
at a slight downward inclination. Mr. Hinks attached con-
siderable value to the geographical explorations to be achieved
from these, and he foreshadowed even the possibility of using
pairs of these stereoscopically, should it be possible to take the
two negatives of a pair with a short interval between.
There were recesses in the mountains to the south of the
range on which the eye of man had never rested and certainly
many more to which no one had ever penetrated. Even the
hardy ground surveyors sent by the Government of Nepal
immediately prior to 1929, had penetrated only as far as the
monastery of Dingboche, about twelve miles from the moun-
tain. Twelve miles, measured horizontally on a map, may not
sound a great distance along, for instance, the Great North
Road, but it is an immense space for human beings when it
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